Lesson 9: Passive and Reflexive Constructions

Part 1:
Each of the stems has a corresponding passive perfect and participle (but no
imperative, imperfect, or infinitive forms).

Exercise 9a.
Fill out the following chart for the verb 213, consulting the paradigms in the
Answer Appendix as needed.

G-pass. Perfect D-pass. Perf. H-pass. Perfect
3ms 203 mighal und o oy o
3fs ymyio!
mi yio g ey g gmigio
2mS ’T H . (. i H N N H "
2fs N2
lcs gmygia
3mp 123 1203 12027 /12007
3fp gy
2mp IRy
2 =4z
tep NZTD

Note that the second vowel of the D- and H-stems is not the /e/ like in the active
form, but a short /a/. This pattern is also found in the passive participles:
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G-passive part.  D-passive part.  H-passive part. and A-pass. part.

m.s. gl gl gy b

fs. TN mnd ilg=nle pigiie
mp.  'TN3 oA =i~ B ai
£p. XN iyl ig=nls Ei=le

It should be obvious that these forms produce many ambiguities. For example, the
G-fs. passive participle 1s identical to the G-3fp passive perfect. Similarly, the fs.,
m.p., and f.p., passive participles in the D- and H-stems are identical in form to
their active counterparts. Only context can distinguish these forms.

Now, notice some of the salient characteristics of the passive forms in relation to
their active counterparts. While the G- active perfect has an a-vowel after the
second root-consonant ( 2513 ), the G-passive perfect and participle have an i-
vowel after the second root-consonant (specifically a long-1 vowel). Just the
opposite pattern is observed between the D-, H/A-active forms and the D-, H/A-
passive forms. Thus, while the D- and H/A-active perfect and imperfect have an e-
vowel after the second root-consonant (2512, 2537 and 2N, 27277), the D-,

H/A-passive perfect and participles always have an a-vowel.

Part 2:

Each of the stems has a corresponding reflexive stem, which, as its name suggests,
can connote reflexivity, or sometimes habitual, repeated action. More often,
however, it represents passivity. Thus, this is yet another way to represent passivity
in Aramaic.

The tG or Hithpa‘el (SDBIT)
The tD or Hithpa““al ('73:79_{13)
The tH or Hithhaph*al (*5Y2I0T)

However, only the tG and tD stems are attested for BA and therefore merit our
attention.

These reflexive stems are characterized by their hit- (or, in the imperfect, yit-, tit-,
’it-, nit-) prefixes.

The stems have perfect, imperfect, imperative, participle, and infinitive forms,
though not all of these are attested in Biblical Aramaic.
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Exercise 9b.

Fill out the spaces left blank in the following chart and answer the following

questions.
tG-Perfect tD-Perfect tG-Imperfect tD-Imperfect
3ms puiy iyt =200 2030 =02
35 gmiyiaigy gmighoigy
2ms gy y g o nlsil
2fs ji= ey
Ics n:;j:_];jn
3mp '131"131'177 ‘73@3.173
3fp piniyeiny
2mp ]Tﬂ:ﬂjﬂﬂ
2p fi=x=
P SSelyoiy

1. What are the distinctions in the vowel patterns between the tG-perfect and those
of the G-perfect?

2. In an unvocalized text, how many different forms could N2N23N7 represent?
What are they?

3. There are no tG- or tD-imperatives in Biblical Aramaic. But, given the imperfect
forms you’ve written down in the above chart, what would the imperative forms of
the tG and tD look like, if they did occur?

4. There are tG- or tD- participles in Biblical Aramaic. If the masc. sing. forms are,
respectively 202300 and 253002, what do the other forms look like?

One wrinkle to this rather straightforward paradigm is found with roots that have a
sibilant as a first-consonant (O, T, ¥, &, 0). If the first consonant isa D, T, ¥, or ¥

the sibilant and the prefix I switch places: '7‘.’_11'-_127?3 is the m.s. tD-participle from
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5ol (“to consider”). If the first root consonant is a ¥, then the consonants switch

places, but the {7 becomes a 1 : DIWNT is the m.s. tD-participle from V2X (“to be
wet”).

Exercise 9c.
Translate this slightly simplified version of Daniel 7:8-10:

8.
gpicRyeliehyin i) i s AR PR YR iy ool o 1 byl i
TR TIRYOT KT RIT-10 n}vm

127727 D700 091 RT-RITDD KUK 7DD 1D 108

9.
20 11T PIRDY 1T 11072 0T T 0N I
RDZ YD FYRT W TN J‘m: 'rcm_b
D57 =3 iS5y M 17272 1T

10.

TR PRI T YT

[P STITR 1127 2 AU 17208 A0
TTER 180T 3 81T

Consider the following:
In the first line to verse 8, notice that the feminine word “horn” (]7)P2) is modified

by two feminine adjectives.
In the second line to verse 8, notice the two distinct, but similar, words: the

adjective/cardinal number */372 and the preposition T7.
In the third line to verse 8, notice the last word is a generic word for “great things.”

In the firse line to verse 9, notice that the verb is 1727, a 3mp G-passive perfect of
1137 (“to throw, set up”). The subject is “thrones.” Also, the phrase ]’m’ PrY s
usually translated “Ancient of Days,” and indicates a single divine individual. The
verb 217" is not a G-passive perfect, but a simple G-perfect, with an /i/ vowel,

instead of an /a/ vowel in its second syllable.
In the second line of verse 9, both clauses contain a non-verbal predicate.
In the third line of verse 9, both clauses contain a non-verbal predicate.
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In the second line of verse 10, notice the two similar expressions “thousand of
thousands™ and “ten-thousand of ten-thousands,” idioms expressing great numbers.
Also, note the object suffix (3ms) on the imperfect verb DY in verse 10.

In the third line of verse 10, notice that the word for justice and judgment, 37,
seems to indicate the court itself. (Unless, this is a misreading of 81”7, the word
for judge.)
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